
Cath.oHc-AngHcan Relations 
The yea r 19S6 saw considcrable ac­

t i vity in 1he fic1d of Angli can-Roman 
Catholic relations . Of special note are: 
the publicat ion of the correspondence be­
tween Cardinal Willebr::mcls and tbe co­
Chairmen of the second Anglican-Roman 
Catbolic lnternational Commission 
(ARCIC-11) on the question of reconcili­
ation of ministries, the publication of the 
correspondence between Pope John Paul 
Il, the Archbisbop ot • Canterbury and 

·- Cardinal Willebrands on women.'s or­
dination ; the finalizing of the first report 
to bv produced by ARCIC-Il, entitleà 

·;· Sal vation -ami the Church; the position 
r~ 1; t.aken .. by . the Ge11eral Synod of tbe 

:: ; Church of . .E:ngland on ·the Final Report 
_ •. of the ·Firù .Anglican-Roman Catholic .. 
: : International Commission (ARCIC-1) . ·· - ,_ , 

March saw the publication of the cor­
respondea1ce between Cardinal Wille­
brands on reconciliation of ministries. 
In his letter to the co-chairmen, Cardinal 
Willebrands ref erred to the claim made 
by the ARCIC-1 Commission to have 
rei:lched substant ial theological agreement 
on the question of priestly ministry . 
Cardinal Willebrands made the point that 
further progrcss towards reconciliat ion of 
mini stries would depend on both Corn­
mun ions bei ng able lo ra tif y and confirm 
th :.i t Anglicans and Catholics now share 
the }ame _f aith in r r i~~tly .ministry; Such 
con11rniatwn a nd :-Jtu1catwn \1.:ou1d b~ " 
considernble step forwarcl , since Leo 
Xll J 's neglltive verdict on Anglican 
Orders in A posto!icae Curae , 1896, was 
based on tbe judgement that at the time 
of the split between the Church of 
Englancl and the Catholic Church, Angli­
can àoctrine on Eucharist and ministry 
was in conflict with Catholic faith. Car- • 
dina! Wiìlebrands 's letter opened up the 
possi bility of a new context emerging for 
dealing with this issue. The co-chairmen 
of ARCIC-IJ , Bishop Cormac Murphy­
O 'Connor (Catholic) and Bishop Mark 
Santer (Anglican) responded gratefully to 
the Cardinal 's let ter and committed the 
Commission once more to the work of 
reconciliation. 

In July a correspondence on the or­
dination of women was publi shed. The 
correspondence consisted of a lett er from 
the Pope to the Archbishop of Canter­
bury (Dee. 1984); two letters from the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, one to the -
Pope and onc to Cardinal Willebrands 
(Dee. 1985); a -letter from Cardinal Wil­
lebrands to the Archbishop of Can terbury 
(Juòe 1986). In hi s letter to the Arch­
bishop of Canterbury, the Pope rei tera ted 
what Pope Paul VI said in 1976, namely 
that the ordin ation of women to the 
priesthood in the Anglican Communion is . 
a fresh and grave obstacle to reconcili­
at ion of ministries. Before formulatin g 
his reply to the Pope, the Archbishop of 
C,Hit rbury c0n:c:ulted a11 tbe primates of 
the Anglican Communion. It was at 
their requ est thc1t he reported in his letter 
to Cardin al Willebrands the theo logical 
reasoi;is why some in the Anglican Com­
munion see women's ordination as not 
only theologically possi ble but even re• 
quired. In his reply to the Archbishop 
Cardi nal Willebrands restateci thc t.heo­
logical grounds on which the Catholic 
Church sees women's ordination as not 
being possible. 

In August the Second Anglican-Roman 
Cat11olic Int~rna tion al Commission 
(ARCIC-Jf) met in Wales and finalized 

I 

if s first report entii1ed Sali;atio11 and ti-te 
Clwrch. Tlic mcm bcrs of the Com­
mission claim in this document to have 
realized substantial agrecment on the 
theological b sue of i~stification \Vhich 
was such a source of ~onflict and contro­
versy .it the time of the Refoi·mation. As 
with the report produccd by the first 
Commission (ARClC-1) ihis document 
has now been submitted to the auth­
orities of both Communions far them to 
give a judgement on it. The report is to 
be published during th e Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity, January 198ì, ar:d it 
is hoped that thc document will reccive 

,, wide attention. • • 
• It is envisaged ., that_ ~oth -the _Catholic 
Church , • ançl .· thy :_ A11glj~aµ_ .. Còmmunion 
will, by 1988, have -delivered a definitive 
verdict on the ARCIC I Final Report on 
Eucharist, Ministry and Authority. In 
the Anglican context it is up to each 
province of the Anglican Communion to 
give its own judgement on whether or 
not the repor t is consistent with Anglican 
fai th. In November 1986 the Church of 
England 's General Synod passed thre:c 
resolutions. It decided that the report on 
Eucharist and ministry was consonan t in 
substance with An glican faith. Thfy also 
decided that the report on authority 
('wh ich opens ~1p the possibility of 
Anglican recog;1mon of th e: u;1i vers«: 
primacy of the Bishop of Rom e) è•on­
stituted a gooà basis for fur ther study 
and cxploration of this rnattcr. 

The Anglican-Roman Catholic Inter• 
national Commission now awaits the 
judgement of the Catholic Church on the 
ARCIC I Final Report, as well as the 
judgement of the Anglican Communion 
as a whole. It is envisaged that at the 
Lambeth Conference in the Summer o f 
1988 the posi ti on of the Anglican Com­
rnunion will be made known. The 
future agenda of the ARC1C will depend 
importantly on these two judgements. 

More wid eJy, there are many other 
things that could figure in a report of 
Anglican-Roman Catholic relations over 
the last twelve months . Here we may 
just record one. The Day of Prayer for 
Peace at Assisi on 27th October was a 
remarkable event in many ways. One of 
the television images that mos t lingers in 
the mind is that of the Pope walking 
through the streets of Assisi flanke d 
ahvays by Archbishop Methodios ori one 
side and the Archbishqp of Canterbury 
on the other. Another im age is of the _ 
same three figures standing together on 
the platform as they prayed together for 
peace. Back in England, the Archbishop 
of Canterbury recal!ed the occasion in his 
speech to the Genernl Synod of the 
Church of England and invited his 
nudL::ncc to reflect on the character of 
the universal primacy exercized by the 
Pope on that day. Assisi was indeed an 
occasion of inspiration, of joy and of 
hope. 
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