





cry out for the Bread of Life and would make their
home in Jesus Christ!

It is my prayer that during these days of the
visit of the Archbishop of Canterbury to Rome, we
may truly be led by God towards that unity that is
his gift. The goal of all our striving must be the uni-
ty of all in Christ who is our Head. May our quest
be a sign to the world of the peace and joy that have
been given in Christ.

My dearly beloved brothers and sisters in
Christ:

“Grace to you and peace from God, our
Father".

COMMEMORATION OF SAINTS GREGORY THE GREAT AND
AUGUSTINE OF CANTERBURY

After the singing of the Magnificat, the Holy
Father and the Archbishop went together into the
Chapel of St. Gregory, where they lit two candles to
recall and honor the memory of Pope St. Gregory
the Great, the apostle of the English nation, and St.
Augustine of Canterbury, the missionary sent by
Pope Gregory to preach the Gospel to the English.

When that ceremony was completed, the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury gave his address.

ARCHBISHOP RUNCIE’S ADDRESS

From today's Vespers Reading: ““ Of this you
have heard before in the word of the truth, the
gospel which has come to you, as indeed in the
whole world it is bearing fruit and growing "

From here St. Augustine took leave of St.
Gregory the Great for England. In this hallowed
and historic place I call to mind the story told of
Gregory by the first historian of the English
Church, the Venerable Bede. Bede recounts the
well known tale that here in Rome Gregory once
saw a group of fair-haired slaves for sale. He asked
if they were Christians and from where they came.
He was told they were pagans and he grieved. They
were Angles but he said: not Angles but Angels.
Bede recounts the story in respect of St. Gregory’s
apostolic zeal for the mission to the English which
resulted in St. Augustine and his band of monks
leaving this place for England in 596.

Seven years ago the Pope and the Archbishop of
Canterbury stood together in the Cathedral Church
of Christ which St. Augustine founded at Canter-
bury. Together we renewed the baptismal vows of
the congregation in the place where Augustine had
baptised the local populace into the faith of Christ
nearly fourteen centuries ago.

My visit to Rome is not only a return for that
visit to Canterbury in 1982, it is also an
acknowledgement of the apostolic mission of the
See of Rome centuries before, to which Anglicans,
and all English-speaking Christians, the world over
remain permanently indebted.

When St. Augustine set out from this place he
carried with him a book of the Gospels. To this day
those precious sixth century Italian gospels, once

the possession of the Monastery of St. Augustine at
Canterbury, are venerated as precious relics of St.
Augustine’s mission. They are used on occasions of
great solemnity. At the Enthronement of an Arch-
bishop of Canterbury they are carried before him
to remind him that without zeal for evangelization
his ministry is nothing. When Pope John Paul II
came to Canterbury Cathedral on his historic
ecumenical pilgrimage they were carried before us
both as we walked together in procession. And
following Orthodox custom, the Gospels were then
placed upon the ancient chair of St. Augustine to
remind us both of their final sovereignty.

But the resonances of this holy place are not
simply of the past. Historical remembrance
prompts us to contemporary imperatives. The
Archbishop of Canterbury cannot come to Rome,
nor the Pope come to Canterbury, without being
reminded of the Church’s baptismal obligation:
““Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptising them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit " (Mr 28:19). And in our
reading we hear of the Gospel which has both
““come to us” and which is also “bearing fruit and
growing in the whole world .

Despite many failures in its history the Chris-
tian Church has always returned to this command
and promise. In the centuries since Gregory and
Augustine the Church has been extended far
beyond the confines of the classical world. Even in
our separation Anglican and Roman Catholic mis-
sionaries have gone out from England — and
elsewhere — to all the corners of the earth. In the
Continent of Africa especially Anglicans and
Roman Catholics find themselves side by side in
considerable numbers. Vigorous Christian com-
munities proclaim the Gospel of the Kingdom,
celebrate the Sacraments of the New Covenant and
witness to God's love, justice, righteousness and
peace.

In many other parts of the developing world
separated Christians are beginning to recognize
and to act upon their baptismal unity, their one
apostolic calling and their common obligation to
proclaim the Gospel — in spite of an inheritance of
Christian division not of their making.

That disunity was made in Europe, the conti-
nent of Gregory and Augustine — disunity between
East and West, Catholic and Protestant. It gravely
impairs our ability to re-claim for Christ’s Gospel
a continent which is fast losing its Christian soul.
We cannot re-discover European unity without re-
appropriating Europe’s Christian roots.

In the past Christian faith gave unity and
coherence to culture and society. Christopher
Dawson, the distinguished English Catholic writer,
went as far as to say: ““ A religion is not worthy of
the name which cannot embody itself in a culture .
When St. Augustine planted the Gospel in England
he also founded a School — a school which con-
tinues to this day. When Kyril and Methodios
evangelized the Slavs they created the Kyrillic
alphabet and translated the Scriptures. In so doing
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they laid the foundation for the culture of the
Slavic peoples.

At the same time Christian disunity has also
largely contributed to the disunity of Europe and
the wider world. In my own country I long for
Anglicans and Roman Catholics, together with
other Christians, to work together much more
closely. I long for them to bring the Gospel afresh
to a society in which religious language has very
largely lost its meaning. Since Your Holiness' visit
to Canterbury the Churches in Britain have been
seeking fresh ways of working together in the ser-
vice of Christ and his Gospel.

Yet there are still many obstacles along the path
to unity. My journey to Rome is not only to make
a pilgrimage to the Church which sent Augustine
on his apostolic mission, and to signal the unity we
already enjoy, but also to talk with the successor of
Gregory about the things that still estrange Canter-
bury and Rome and consequently hinder our com-
mon apostolic mission today.

Bede tells us that Augustine was troubled at
variant customs in the Church and wrote to
Gregory about this. Gregory told Augustine to take
what was good from the Roman as well as other
Churches, to make careful selection of them and
teach them to the English Church:

“For things are not to be loved for the sake of
a place, but places are to be loved for the sake
of good things.

Therefore choose from every individual church
whatever things are devout, religious and
right " (Bede HE i 27 ii).

When, as Gregory's apostolic successor, you,
Holy Father, were in Sweden recently you said:

“Unity not only embraces diversity but is
verified in diversity .

The variety of Christian discipleship
throughout the world brings an enrichment which
is true catholicity.

But there must be bounds to legitimate diversi-
ty. Realism and honesty prompt me to
acknowledge that the action of some Anglican Pro-
vinces in opening the order of priesthood and
episcopate to women seems to the Roman Catholic
Church to have gone beyond these bounds.

When there is disagreement among Christians
who have recently discovered how much they hold
in common it is time to strengthen counsels. This
has always been so from the time of the Council of
Jerusalem recounted in the Acts of the Apostles.
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Anglicans have experienced this in modern
times in the need for bishops to take counsel in the
Lambeth Conferences. They have been for us a God-
given experience of collegiality which has enabled
us to grow in inter-dependence in the Body of
Christ.

At the same time from our dialogue with the
Roman Catholic Church — and sharp conflict
among Anglicans — we are also discovering the
need of wider bonds of affection. Gregory's exam-
ple of a primacy for the sake of unity and mission
— which we also see embodied in the ministry of
his successor, John Paul II — begins to find a place
in Anglican thinking.

I tried to give voice to this at the last Lambeth
Conference where 1 spoke of the need for a per-
sonal focus of unity. Within the Anglican Commu-
nion my own office is in part a response to this
need. But for the universal Church I renew the plea
I made at the Lambeth Conference: could not all
Christians come to re-consider the kind of Primacy
the bishop of Rome exercised within the Early
Church, a “ presiding in love " for the sake of the
unity of the Churches in the diversity of their mis-
sion?

In Assisi, without compromise of faith, we saw
that the bishop of Rome could gather the Christian
Churches together. We could pray together, speak
together and act together for the peace and well-
being of humankind, and the stewardship of our
precious earth. At that initiative of prayer for
world peace I felt [ was in the presence of the God
who said “ Behold I am doing a new thing "

Our careful theological conversation must con-
tinue. There are many things which need discus-
sion and resolution. But there is also an urgency in
the need to proclaim and re-proclaim the Gospel to
all the world. It is urgency which spurs us on to a
new commitment to seek the unity Christ wills for
his people.

Among the texts about Peter in the New Testa-
ment I recall the passage where Jesus says to Peter
“ Simon, Simon, behold Satan demanded to have
you, that he might sift you like wheat. I have
prayed for you that your faith may not fail; and
when you have turned again strengthen your
brethren ” (Lk 22:31-32).

Our common prayer today in this holy place
with my brother the bishop of Rome has
“ strengthened " me. It will strengthen Anglicans
and Roman Catholics the world over who yearn for
unity for the sake of the Gospel “ which has come
to us, as indeed in the whole world it is bearing
fruit and growing ".





