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Observations of the Congregation for thz Doctrine of
the Faith on the report of ARCIC-I1: Salvation and the
Church

Preface

The following observations constitute an authoritative doctrinal judge-
ment which is offered to the members of the Commussion for the lurther-
ing of the dialogue. They have been prepared by the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith within the framework of its contacts with the
Secretarial for Christian Unity.

l. General judgement

Taken as a whole, even though it does not present a complete teaching on
this question and even though it contains several ambiguous formula-
tions, the document of the Second Anglican-Roman Catholic Inter-
national Commission (ARCIC-11) entitled Salvatuon and the Church can
be interpreted in a way that conforms with Catholic faith. It contains a
number of satisfying elements, notably on points that have been classic-
ally controversial,

The judgement of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith on
this report is therefore substantially positive. We are not, however, at the
point of being able to ratily the final affirmation (N® 32) according 10
which the Catholic Church and the Anglican Communion “are agreed on
the essential aspects of the doctrine of salvation and on the Church’s role
within it’.

2. Principal observations
{a) The document is written in a language which we might describe as
symbolic and it is therefore difficult 1o interpret it univocally. Such an
interpretation is necessary given that the purpose is to reach a definitive
declaration of agreement.

(b) On the chaprer "Salvation and the Faith '

— because of the importance, in discussion with Protestants, of the
whole problem of sola fides, a more extended discussion of this contro-
versial point would be desirable:

- 11 would be good to have further precision on the relationship be-
tween grace and faith as ‘wutium salutis” (cf. N*9);

- the relationship ‘fides quae - fides qua’, together with the disuinction

















